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UNCLAS BRASILIA 0982 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, ENRG, BR, GW 

SUBJECT: ITAMARATY PRESS STATEMENT RE FORMIN'S MEETING 
WITH AMBASSADOR 

REF: BRASILIA 0970 

1 . BRASILIA PRESS FEB. 4 CARRIED STATEMENT BY ITAMARATY 
SPOKESMAN ABOUT AMBASSADOR CRIMMINS' MEETING FEB. 3 WITH 
FORMIN SILVEIRA (REFTEL). PRESS QUOTED SPOKESMAN AS SAYING 
"AMBASSDOR WAS CALLED IN SOLELY IN ORDER TO MAKE KNOWN 
OFFICIALLY THE TEXT OF THE LETTER THAT THE FORMIN SENT LAST 
EVENING TO SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE." SPOKESMAN ALSO 
NOTED THAT FRG AMBASSADOR WAS CALLED IN AND SAID "THE 
NUCLEAR QUESTION WAS ONLY ONE OF MANY SUBJECTS TREATED 
ON THE GENERAL PLANE OF BRAZILIAN-GERMAN RELATIONS." PRESS 
ALSO INDICATED THAT SPOKESMAN SAID "NATURALLY THE NUCLEAR 
QUESTION IN ITS DIVERSE ASPECTS WAS TREATED IN THE TWO 
MEETINGS." 
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2. JORNAL DE BRASILIA NOTED THAT SIGNIFICANTLY, THE TWO 
AMBASSADORS HAVE DECLINED TO MAKE AVAILABLE INFORMATION 
ABOUT THEIR CONVERSATIONS WITH ITAMARATY. PAPER ALSO 
SAID THAT THE TENDENCY ON THE PART OF ITAMARATY TO MINIMIZE 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CALLS BY THE AMBASSADORS WAS 
INCREASING CURIOSITY ABOUT THE CONTEXT OF THE EXCHANGES. 
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3. JORNAL CLAIMS THAT, ACTING ON THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE 
PRESIDENT, FORMIN HAS LIMITED ACCESS TO INFORMATION AND 
CABLE TRAFFIC ABOUT THE NUCLEAR QUESTION, AND MINISTRY 
PERSONNEL ARE NOT AUTHORIZED TO COMMENT FOR ATTRIBUTION 
ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS. 

4. SEPTEL FOLLOWS ABOUT OTHER PRESS REACTION TO THE 
NUCLEAR QUESTION. 

CRIMMINS 
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